i8o            Star Lore of All Ages
movable in their resolution, Arion begged per play a tune upon his lute before he should be pu The melody of the instrument attracted a num phins around the ship. He immediately precipi self into the sea, when one of them, it is assert him safe on his back to Taenarus, a promontc conia, in Peloponnesus, whence he hastened tc of Periander, who ordered all the sailors to be < their return."
'i                                                                       But (past belief) a dolphin's arched back
Preserved Arion from his destined wrack;
i                                                                     Secure he sits and with harmonious strains
\                                                                    Requites his bearer for his friendly pains.
Spenser pays the following tribute to the fr phins:
"Then was there heard a most celestial sound Of dainty music which did next ensue, And, on the floating waters as enthroned, ;                                                                 Arion with his harp unto him drew
The ears and hearts of all that goodly crew; Even when as yet the dolphin which him bore Through the ^gean seas from pirates' view, Stood still, by him astonished at his lore ; And all the raging seas for joy forgot to roar.
The dolphin is also said to have performed service in the cause of Justice. Hesiod, the fa having been slain and his body cast into tl dolphins recovered the body and conveyed it t< Here it was found by his friends, who huntec assassins aided by the poet's dogs, and put the: by drowning in the sea into which they had thrc A curious coincidence is revealed by this lege: we find the dolphin identified with the preser
«?.                                                          corpse, and the constellation is popularly know
*&«v'                                                     Coffin."   There can hardly be any connecti<
these similar allusions, as in all probability the
